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Abstract

Introduction: In recent decades, the formulation of trade policy has increasingly been
influenced by a complex interplay of economic and political factors. While import
tariffs have traditionally served as tools for revenue generation and protection of
domestic industries, they have also become instruments shaped by lobbying, political
bargaining, and institutional arrangements. This paper has been undertaken to explore
this multidimensional phenomenon in the context of five major Asian countries—Iran,
Turkey, India, Pakistan, and China—over the period 2015 to 2020. The theoretical
foundation of this study has been drawn from the seminal works of Grossman and
Helpman (1994) and Helpman and Krugman (1995), who posited that trade policy is
the outcome of a government’s objective function combining social welfare with the
contributions and pressures of organized interest groups. Within this framework, tariffs
are hypothesized to be influenced both by export elasticity (as a proxy for market
power) and by political variables such as lobbying strength and citizen participation.
Despite the widespread use of these models in international trade literature, limited
empirical attention has been paid to their application in developing economies,
particularly in politically diverse regions like Asia. broader questions of governance
and accountability in economic policymaking.
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